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The Andependent. 


THE NEW DANGER. 


BY NENRY WILSON. 











Tur death of slavery, the dethfonement 
of the slave power, and the adoption of 
e f enth and fifteenth amendments 
wre momentous events in our nation’s his- 
t recnant with vast and far-reaching 
re Though slavery died as a“ mili- 
tary necessity,’ though the slave power 
roned itself, and the constitutional 
ts were adopted for political 
n moral considerations, yet they 
a } ed fa " r ady revolu- 
tic ing Southern society, exerting ant 
de 1 to exert a still wider influence on 
the d of our own and other nations 
I i 1 mere step, but a long 
h of human progression 
By them and their logical sequences great 
tacles in the way of popu- 
1 advaneement have been 
removed, and the promise, at least, given 
( yre rapid pr 3 toward the goal 
( r | nd patriotic aspirations. 
Tt era. Fr m it, with fresh cour- 
take a new departure 
f ‘ t e trust, awaits the 
ng 1 nd the stormy period through 
which it is now passing. 
B ( val of one evil does not 
necessarily remove another, and the ab- 
dangers may only increase 
rs. Symptoms may change or disap- 
isease itself may increase 
strength. While, therefore, 
n the removal of slavery and 
1 evils, we should not forget 
ture is still imperfect, and 
£ till reiens too generally in the 
I Because, among the for- 
tu yf war, man’s power to enslave his 
f broken, and he no longer 
ke him, and exacts his sweat 
w that Mercy, with a bleeding heart, 
Weeps when she sees inflicted on a beast’’; 
because the caste of color no longer reigns | 
supreme in the halls of legislation, in the 
realms of fashion, and over the customs of 


society, so that the “colored car,” the 
“negro pew,” and many forms of social 
ostracism are in portions of the country 
among the thines of the past, it does not 
follow that cupidity, lust, and the love of 
pre-eminence may not seek 

| find fresh victims of its selfish instincts 
itious aims. The slave power no 

lds its aggregated capital of 
090,000 to corrupt and control; but 
is there no danger of other aggregations of 
for a This isa 
and the true 


and power 


and aml 
longer wit 


like purpose? 
question worth considering, 
answer duly noted. 

The country has entered upon a race of 
unprecedented development; and its ener- 
gies were never more active and effective. 
Stimulate] by the war, by the rapid settle- 
ment of our vast territory, the opening and 
working use of the 
most improved labor-saying machinery, 
and our wonderful net-work of railway 
1 telegraph lines, its productive capabil- 

greatly increased, and its 
1 associated accumulations 
ed—and that with wonder- 
ful rapidity and Fortunes that 
ld nrerarded large and gen- 


erons twenty or t 


r thiity years ago seem but 


of mines, the large 


ities have be 


ease 


moderate now 
life-time to gain is now the reward ofa 
few years of bold enterprises, daring spec- 
ulations, lucky strokes, and too often adroit 
management. The millionaire of 1840 
would belong to the second class of rich 


men now. Stephen Girard was reputed 
as one of the richest men in America, and 
his property was estimated at his death at 


$7,000,000. A merchant in New York has 
just returned his income of last year as 
only a little less than half that amount. 
And these individual fortunes, colossal 
as they seem, are small by the side of the 
associated capital of some of the monster 
corporations of the day; made far more 
powerful not only by their greater magni- 
tude, but by the many minds and many 
hands concernel in their management. 
Commodore Vanderbilt, by reason of the 
esiimated millions of his 
must have large influence in the circle of 
his personal sphere only ; but that influence 
must be greatly increased by his con- 
nection with the several railroads under 
his management. James Fisk, with his 
somewhat apocryphal wealth, would have 
power as a private citizen merely ; but as 
the head of the “ Erie,” and its widespread 
ramifications, that power will be greater. 
And when separate organizations are com- 


RECFIPTS formoney remitted : 
to RENEW subscriptions = attached to the wrapper of | amount of time, talent, and effort devoted 


and what then required a | 


private fortune, | 


to its sway. The men to use and to be 
used seem provided for each other. 

There are three modes in which this 
danger is manifested. 

1. It appears in the vast and increasing 


turn the scale in favor of the capital of the | 
Northwest. Southern Russia is almost 
destitute of railways; and the large part of 
the grain is brought into the city by the 
peasant farmers themselyes—Russians, 
Tartars, Poles—in small, rude, creaking 
carts drawn by oxen. For Chicago rail- 


to money-getting. Not alone here, of 
course, but probably nowhere as here, do 
men enter so earnestly and untiringly on 
this pursuit. To it are slolely devoted 


grain into cars, which convey it to the 
great elevators, whose total capacity is 
many of the most gifted, who should have | twelve millions of bushels. Here by steam 








ways run in every direction, and gather the | 





consecrated a portion, at least, of their | it is quickly and quietly hoisted to the top 
energies to humanity and patriotism, to | of the building; and, after being weighed 
the interests of the state and their fellow- | and inspected there, it is lowered ena de- 
men. Of course, they do not furnish to the | posited in boats or wagons waiting to 
body politic those “mere high-minded | receive it, and so distributed to its various 
men” that “ constitute a state”; so that, if] marts. Not only in grain, but in packed 
they are guilty of no moral obliquities and | meats and lumber, the trade of Chicago sur- 
crimes against society, they abstract from | passes that of all other cities. Vast herds 
the public what is really its due. No | ef cattle, sheep, and swine, fed on the 
state, especially a republic, can long sur- superabundant grass and corn of the sur- 
| vive this supreme and exclusive devotion rounding country, find their way to this 
of its citizens to mammon, when it be- | market. The great forests of the North 
| comes general and persistent. come here yearly ; not exactly as Birnam 
2. Another mode appears in the changes | Wood came to Dunsinane, but in the 
in the personal, domestic, and social habits | shape of every variety of lumber, which is 
and customs of a community, produced by | speedily absorbed by the thousands of 
new modes and forms of business, of which | growing towns and improving farms. Yet 
the introduction of railroads afford an | all this is conducted with such quiet system 
eminent example. The same ora similar | and dispatch that you must 0 down 
result is seen in the almost radical | among the packing-houses and lumber- 
changes which have been produced by the } yards to appreciate it. 
use of steam, division of labor, greatly Manufactures thrive. Its agricultural 
improved machinery, and unlimited | implements challenge the world. Pul- 
| means, dividual and associated, devoted | man’s luxurious railway-cars go East to as- 
| to the various mechanic arts and forms of | tonish New York and Boston. Indeed, 
| there is activity in every branch of indus- 


| manufacturing. The modes so common 
in New England and the Middle States | try, and no phase of civilization and cul- 
ture can be said to be neglected. Hand- 


a generation since have been supplanted 
some churches abound. Its schools are 


| by larger and more complete establish- 

ments. Men are now compelled, ifunable | many and excellent ; its theological semin- 
| to gain the coveted rank of “employer,” | aries second only to the oldest in the land ; 
| to become employees. Consequently, many | its journals able and influential; its railway 

of the characteristics of the society of for- | stations and many of its business edifices 

mer days—its general equality, respecta- | 2re superb , . 
| bility, personal independence, and mutual | gance of domestic architecture, and all the 
dependence—seem to be giving place to better class of houses are built with the 
| those shaped by the new order of things. latest dey ices for beauty and ere. oa 
| Society, thus changed and disintegrated, disadvantages are that it is set, like Berlin, 

must assume new forms and features. | in the midst of flat, monotonous country, 
| Former habits being broken up, new ones which no skill or money can ever make 
| must succeed. In their formation person- | Picturesque; and that the great lake, to 
al traits and surrounding circumstances which it owes all its scenic effects, gives it 

bear an important part. The greed of also chill, raw, irritating winds. 
| cain, however, is visible amid all other di- As to the people, they are really sublime 
| versities. From necessity or choice, all in their energy, their courage, and their 
| share in this. Some, energetic and aspir- ecotism. Listen to their talk, and you 
| ing, are anxious to achieve wealth ; or, at would think the Pacific Road had been built 
| least, a generous provision for the future. solely by and for Chicago, and that all the 
Others, having failed, are anxious to mend | rest of the universe was tributary to her in- 
| their shattered fortunes, or perform the terests. They believe in God ; but still _— 
| difficult feat of supplying in poverty the | 1" themselves, and in the efficacy of work. 
| habits formed in affluence; while a large | Yet, remembering all they have accom- 

intermediate class, with more moderate | Plished, you forgive them,and think they 
| pretensions as to means, are struggling to might well inscribe on their banners the 
[keep up appearances and follow the words of the old French courtier : “I the 
| fashions. The consequence ts that all are | “hing is possible, it is done already ; tf it ts im- 

striving to get gain, all are on the anxious possible, it shall be done.” 

lookout for a chance to make moncy and | Even the children carry themselves as if 
| inprove their condition—thus exposed to | they were born kings, and the world 
the temptations of this money-getting age | had been made newly for their delight. 1 
and the schemes of designing men. watched yesterday a fine little fellow, of 

3. The third form of the new danger is | betwen three and four years old, who was 
seen in the more obvious and obtrusive | Spinning his top, while beside him stood 

forms of monopoly, bribery, and the vari- | his sister of five. A gentleman sitting near 
| ous forms of corruption characteristic of our wondered if he knew his catechism, and, 
| times. Capitalists and active business men, | Calling to him, said: 

largely engaged in trade and enterprises “Davie, who was the first man ?” 

of various kinds, intensely earnest and Davie looked up from his play, settled 
| anxious to succeed, and without much re- | himself squarely on his feet, threw back 
| gard for the Golden Rule, avail themselves | his curly head with imperious resolution, 
lof whatever gives promise of success, | and shouted, “ Zam!” 
Keeping within the forms of law and the} “ Who was the first woman . 
| limitations of the statute, they are prepared Glancing half-patronizingly, half-affec- 
| to use men as they use anything else, for tionately at his sister, he shouted again, 
| ; “ Mary!” 


their purpose. Of course,some form of 
| I was sorry his interlocutor did not also 


monopoly is to be secured, cither by com- 
| bination or legislation, or both. If a rail- inquire, “ What is the chief end of man?” 
| road desires some exclusive privileges, like | for I am sure the answer would have been 
the Camden and Amboy Co., they buy up | Worthy of “ Davie” and Chicago. 
a state and control its legislation for a gen- 
eration ; or, like the New York and Penn- 
sylvania Railroad, by log-rolling and pur- 

chase, command votes enough for the pur- 
pose; or, if there are several projects that 
| demand congressional legislation, they try 
an “omnibus bill,” by which they hope the 
combined strength of the separate meas- 
ures will be sufficient to carry the whole. 
What the power is, and how applied, may 
be conjectured from a statement made in 
| the North American Review that “a bribe 
| of $150,000 to a single member of the New 
| York Assembly ” has been paid “ within a 
| 











Tt has great variety and ele- 

















| THE WAR WITH ENGLAND. 


—_—— 


HOW THEY TALK IN LONDON. 


Lonpon, May 18, 1869. 
To THe Eprror oF THE INDEPENDENT: 








A WEEK in London is little enough time 
to enable one to even guess the real drift of 
purpose and feeling in the business and in- 
tellectual metropolis of the world; but I 
met the other day anoted American news- 
paper correspondent, who had done up 
London, and was about to make a book on 
it, and he had sojourned here only three 
weeks! Now three weeks is scarcely 
enough to enable one to learn to travel on 
the Underground or Metropolitan Railway ; 
but, emboldened by the example I encoun- 
tered, I may venture to tell you lrow the 
people I met take the “ Alabama” matter 
and the treaty rejection. 

You have seen how the newspapers take 
jt: all of them(perhaps with the exception 
of the Vews) with genuine surprise, and 
a “God bless my soul, what does this 
young upstart mean?” air; all of them 
with a blunt repudiation of the bill pre- 
sented by Mr. Sumner; the few friendly to 
us during the war exhibiting profound and 
real regret, and our many enemies during 
the war falling back readily into their old 
humor of hate, taunt, and menace. All of 
them make the mistake of parading the 
| strength of England and estimating the 
injuries they could inflict on us in a war, 
either for the purpose of frightening us or 
of keeping up the haughty spirit ofa na- 
tion that has so long reckoned itself a first- 
class power, and which the treatment it 
has received from Continental Powers now 
for many years back has made very touchy 
about its position. The disappointment of 

Cricaco, May 20th, 1869. the conservative organs that the Great Re- 
“Ser Niagara and Chicago,” said Mr. | public didn’t go to piecesin the late storm 
| Cobden to Professor Goldwin Smith, who | is again ludicrously evident. I think these 


} 


year.” Again, if the distillers of whisky 
are anxious to defraud the revenue, or the 
| rumsellers desire to break down an excise 
| or prohibitory law, they form a “ ring,” sub- 
| scribe largely to its funds, so that by tam- 
| pering with officials, by able counsel 
| browbeating jurics and corrupting legis- 
islators, they either cain their ends entirely 
or render the triumph of justice and right 
most difficult and uncertain. The history 
of our Internal Revenue System for the 
last four years; the history of Temperance 
legislation, even in such states as Massa- 
chusetts and Maine; the history of railroad 
legislation in such states as New Jersey, 
New York, and Pennsylyania abundantly 
substantiate these allegations, and prove 
the danger to be not only real, but in the 
hichest degree serious, if not alarming. 
Nor is it to be concealed that, unless some 
remedy adequate to the exigences of the 
hour can be provided, the future has a 
| darker and more disgraceful history yet in 
store. 
{ EE 
FROM THE NARROWS TO THE 
| GOLDEN GATE. 











BY EDNA DEAN PROCTOR. 





bined, according to the growing fashion of | was about to visit America. A fitting in- | organs have no idea how little we in 


than in arithmetical proportion. Thus, 
when the New York Central, Hudson 
River, Harlem, Buffalo and Erie, Lake 
Shore and Michigan Central lines are con- 
solidated, as contemplated by the New 


York Legislature, wielding a capital of | it was to build in a few years an imposing 
$150,000,000 ; when the new project of} city, and then to lift it bodily out of the 


uniting the railroads between Boston and 
Ogdensburgh is carried out—it is hardly 
poss#ble to exaggerate or overestimate the 
increase of the “ money power” involved 
and generated by such combinations. 
That power is not only imcreased by con- 
solidation, by the principle that “in union 
is strength”; butit ie diffused along the 
whole route thus united, coming in con- 
tact with the people at a thousand differ- 
ent points and through a thousand differ- 
ent sources of influence. 

This power of wealth, individual and 
associated, concentrated and diffused, con- 
stitutes the new danger that is threatening 
us with its portentous and increasing 
dimensions. In it are found not alone the 
abuses of monopoly ; but the greater and 
more disastrous evils of bribery and cor- 
Tuption. Indeed, the signs of the times are 
ominous, and betoken that we are enter- 
™g upon an experience damaging and 
pangerous alike to individual probity and 

eae to national reputation and safety. 

~ a there wanting indications not only 
sahiaireene of this power, and the 
blo to its bien it, but of too many suscepti- 

; dishuneats and yeady to yield 


junction, for one is God’s miracle and the | America care for their snecrs, or how 
other man’s. Not the labors of Hercules, | good-natured a ereat nation ean be which 
| but the labors of Chicago, must henceforth | has won in face of the ill prophesies of 
'be regarded as the highest standard of | enemics, end feels the pulse of national 
achievement. For what wasit to cleanse | growth and ascendency beating more 
\the Augean stables, compared with what | strongly in its veins day by day. Indeed, 
England has very little idea even yet how 
thoroughly its conduct during our war 
marshes of Lake Michigan, without inter- | emancipated us from sensitiveness to En- 
|ruption to the life of the street or the | glish opinion—an emancipation extending 
| household? or to bring back the won- | to literature as well as politics. England 
| drous golden apples, compared with the | did not lose any territory in the late strug- 
work of transforming a desolate swamp | gle, and she did gain an cnormous advan- 
into a true Garden of the Hesperides? tage on the ocean ; but she lost completely 
It is not yet forty years since Chicago | the empire ofthe mind in America. And 
was a mere fort and trading-post, with a| the emancipation is one of incalculable 
mongrel population of scarcely one hun- | benefit to us. 
dred. Only a little while since the In-| The rejection of the treaty and Mr. 
dian’s, war-cry and the wolf's howl died Sumner’s speech are, next to the Irish 
along the shore ; but the city will doubt- Church question, the prominent topics in 
less show at the census of 1870 that it has | London talk. Indifference, real and _as- 
300,000 inhabitants. There are no old sumed, toward America has vanished. It 
men here, nor old houses, Everything | bas given place to decided anxiety. I was 
is fresh, young, living in the present and met everywhere, from business men, liter- 
looking toward the future. What haz) ay and professional men, and young men 
been is of little moment in Chicago ; what | who have yet neither business nor profes- 
is and will be are the only care. There | sion, with the questions, earnestly asked, 
never was a theater where Anglo-Saxon | “ Do you think we shall have war?” 
force, constructiveness, and adaptability “ What is the feeling in Ameen re What 
| showed themselves to such advantage as | do you think of Sumner’s speech ? Does it 
here. speak the sentiments of the American 
Odessa has long since yielded to Chicago | pecple ?” The general belief—a_ belief 
the palm of being the largest grain market | fostered by the press—Is that the specch 
of the world. Even if soil and culture | does not represent American sentiment or 
were the same on the steppes aud the | our claims. To say that the speech was 
prairivs, facility of transportation would | a surprise is to put it very mildly. It was 


























a blow between the eyes. It is the first 
time that our side of the case has ever been 
adequately put to Englishmen. It strikes 
them as preposterous, as impossible. The 
facts they deny ; the conclusions fill them 
with a sort of panic. 
never will pay. All of which shows the 
necessity there was of telling the truth be- 
tween us before there could be any endur- 
ing settlement. 

I find no Englishmen who admit that 
England has done anything wrong. Why, 
therefore, should she pay anything? She 
had a right to recognize the Confederates 
as belligerents, because we had proclaimed 
» vlockade” of the Southern ports. She 
did all she legally could to prevent the es- 
cape of privateers. If the rebels got arms 
and ammunition from England, the Union 
received fourfold agfmuch. She refused 
to go with France in recognition of the 
South, and held back Napoleon from it. 
If the “Alabama” damaged our com- 
merce, we let loose a Fenian raid upon 
Canada, and injured them more than they 
did us. 

The long and the short of it is that, now 
we have succeeded, England has hastened 
to forget her real and malign position to- 
ward us during our awful peril, and had 
supposed that everybody else had forgot- 
ten it; a delusion for which she has, in 
great measure, to thank Mr. Reverdy John- 
son. When I was in London a year ago, 
the general tone of talk was one of con- 
gratulation toward us for our wonderful 
success; and, if the “Alabama” was al- 
luded to, it was almost always remarked, 
“Oh, we shall settle that little bill.” The 
truth is that England was sailing on a sea 
of ignorance; and Mr. Johnson came 
along with his jocund craft, and shook out 
his top-gallant sails, and let fly his holiday 
streamers, and hung out misleading lan- 
terns, and the jolly voyage went on as 
over a summer ocean, all the light clouds 
having been blown quite away by the 
wind of our extraordinary ambassador's 
dinner-table speeches. And this is why 
Mr. Sumner’s speech is like a thunder- 
bolt out of a clear sky. rn 

And the astonishment is the result of 
England’s ignorance of America. This 
ignorance would astonish most reading 
Americans. Wevare rea!ly the most cos- 
mopolitan of nations. We interest our- 
selves in everybody’s affairs; all our peo- 
ple, through a press whose argus eyes are 
all over the globe, are cognizant of move- 
ments and tendencies universally to an 
extent of which the insular Englishman 
has no idea. Our journals are mirrors in 
which we see the whole English life, for 
instance. With reference to us, or even 
to their French neighbors, what a contrast 
are the English newspapers. The Cable 
dispatches are meager, and even mislead- 
ing. There is no attempt by the press to 
reflect American sentiment through our 
press. The whole impression of Ameri- 
can affairs is conveyed by a correspond- 
ence—not very frequent or lively—which, 
as a rule, is neither candid nor well 
informed, and isa credit to nobody con- 
cerned. I suppose there are thousands of 
people in London to-day who believe that 























the Philadelphia correspondent of the 
London Times writes the truth, on an ay- 
erage. As an instance in illustration of 
what I say, I may mention the fact that I 
have not yet talked with an Englishman 
who has read Mr. Sumner’s speech! 
Everybody is talking about it, and nobody 
has read it. Nota newspaper in London, 
not one tn the kingdom, has up to this 
date let its readers see the speech which 
its editorial columns are daily denouncing. 
This is certainly funny; but it is also dis- 
couraging to future attempts to enlighten 
England on foreign affairs. I can only 
say to Londoners that it is not our idea of 
journalism; but then we area new and 
semi-civilized people. 

Will there be war? There is not the 
slightest danger of it, said to me the leac- 
ing American banker in London—a man 
universally honored and respected, and 
whose opportunity of knowing English 
feeling I should not place second to that 
of any man in the metropolis. Mr. Sum- 
ner’s speech was a foolish one, he went 
on to say, in thatit did not stop when it had 
set out our case, and not go into concrete 
figures, which should and must be left to 
the commission. It is the figures that 
have frightened John Bull. Very likely. 
A late cartoon in Punch probably states 
the case as it lies in tho British mind. 
Brother Jonathan, in tall hat and striped 
trowsers, offers a dish of humble-pie, labeled 
“Claim £300,000,000,” to Reverdy Johnson, 
with the remark, “I’ve dined with him a 
good many times, and 1 know he won't 
eat that.” In the background thick-set 
John Bull has turned his broad, con- 
temptuous back upon the whole affair. 
Commercial men, no doubt, take that atti- 
tude, and are a good deal indignant be- 
sides. The “crankness” of Americans is 
very disgusting to them. Most of the 
heavy business houses feel a revival of 
their “ Southern sympathy”; and I even 
heard ofsome who hesitated about extend- 
ing credit to American houses,in view of 
the complications. I wish they would 
stop the credit system altogether; but I 
judge there is no hope of that. This 
commercial ‘‘groutiness” will no doubt 
pass away, and these men would be the 
first to shrink from war. 

We can’t apologize ; we won’t pay such 
a bill; but we sincerely deprecate war, is 
about the sum of London talk. No more 
do we want war with a people bound to 
us by so many ties—a war which would 
put back civilization a century—a war 
which would be an occasion to the ene- 
mies of constitutional government the 
world over. We can afford to wait. There 
is our claim; we can afford to grow and 
wait, always expecting justice. We don’t 
expect pay for injured feeling; but we do 
expect some reparation for actual losses. 
We cannot so soon forget the state of En- 
glish feeling all those bitter years, when in 
all the press of Great Britain there were 
not half a dozen journals which gave us a 
friendly word. One little fact, told me the 
other day, shows what that feeling was. 
In 1863, a gentleman eminent in the scien- 
tific world, who to his other titles adds 
that of F. R. 8., and is universally respect- 
ed, was proposed as a member of the 
Reform Club—a club in which, if any- 
where, we should have expected tolera- 
tion, if not sympathy. He was black- 
balled; and that only and avowedly on 
account of his open and always ex- 
pressed sympathy with the North. 
There is a class in England of which we 
do not know much in America—the 
younger portion of the middle classes— 
who have forgotten, if they ever appre- 
hended, the teachings and anti-slavery 
traditions of their fathers, and who ape the 
aristocracy. These young men went with 
the South; and they to-day talk about 
war with America. They and Englishmen, 
generally do not like to own that they 
made an awful mistake about America. 
They thought the Republic had “gone 
up”; and Lord Russell's government and 
Louis Napoleon’s went forth to pick up 





Such a bill they | 


| the pieces—the one to secure an alliance 

with the cotton interest, the other to grasp 

Mexico. Even Mr. Gladstone said, in a 

deliberate speech, that the Republic was 
| atan end. But mistakes have to be paid 
for as well as crimes. Napoleon is already 
paid by a Mexican ghost that will not be 
laid. England hopes that oblivion—that 
night, and not Blucher—will come upon her 
mistake. 

I may not close without s»ying that 
there are men in Encland (and I hope not 
a few), who stood by us all through the 
trial, who give us cheer and look to us 
for it in the great fight for liberty, who do 
not yet like Mr. Sumner’s speech, and who 
feel with all Englishmen that they cannot 
apologize and cannot pay such a bill, and 
yet who say that they would make almost 
any sacrifice rather than fight—who 
shudder at the disaster a war between us 
would hring. Said one of them: “I 
would rather go into my grave than see a 
war between England and America.” 

And I, too, as I walked with an English 
[friend one day over the green turf of 
Hamstead Heath, and saw London under 
its cloud of smoke, the Thames running to 
the sea througha rich laidscape of villages, 
church-spires, blooming fields, and trees 
centuries old, and looked over the wide ex- 
panse to the north and west, now white 
with all the blossoms of spring, deeply 
ereen as only English turf and foliage is— 
a scene of wonderful beauty, every foot of 
which is dear by some association of 
history or of literature—as I saw all this 
evidence of wealth, of cultivation, of a 
solid, advancing civilization, I felt that I 
too had an inheritance in all this, and a 
new se-se came over me of what such a 
war as Mut would be to tke English- 
speaking races. 
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Irmaca, N. Y., June 5th, 1869. 
To THE Eprror or Tak INDEPENDENT : 

Over the hills and far away, and you 
come to Ithaca—a pleasant, half-awakened 
village—reclining, in these delicious 
June days, upon the sunny slopes of half 
a dozen hills, and bathing its feet in the 
bluish-green waters of Cayuga Lake. The 
ruthless axes of civilization have not yet 
cut down all its forests; so that its foaming 
caseades sparkle through verdurous foli- 
age, and its rocky glens are thick-set with 
those green-robed senators, whose voices, 
unattuned to the loud loquacity of modern 
legislation, never rise above a whisper or 
amurmur. The woods, emboldened by 
immunity, have encroached upon the town ; 
maples and oaks have crept into every 
street; long lines of elms have mar- 
shaled themselves upon all the avenues; 
and lindens and chestnuts have stolen into 
foreyard and backyard, and out-of-the- 
way corners, until it really looks as if the 
barbarism of the forest had suddenly re- 
belled against the civilizing pioneer, and 
had made up its mind to fight it out on 
this line. Gazing down upon Ithaca from 
any neighboring hight, the forces in this 
singular battle seem about equally divid- 
ed; for tree and house, and tree and house 
follow each other in indistinguishable con- 
fusion, and mingle helter-skelter in the 
fray. The whole scene strikes me as a 
pretty allegorical picture of that old con- 
test between Man and Nature which has 
been waged since the world began, and of 
which history tells so many tales, from 
the legend of that sturdy Olaf Triifeljar--- 
the royal Swedish wood-cutter—down to 
the story of the stout axeman of New 
England. 

But the arts must surely overcome the 
savageness, now that the new University 
has arisen. It is the art surely—and not 
the splendor of waterfall, and glade, and 
glen, and lake, and sloping hill, and bosky 
avenue—which have drawn together the 
listening crowds of this fortnight. To 
hear George William Curtis is a delight; 
to hear James Russell Lowell is a pleasure ; 
to hear Goldwin Smith is a joy; but what 
shall one call this delight, and pleasure, 
and joy when compounded into one mass 
of luxury? To sit under Goldwin Smith 
in the morning, and sce the rolls of En- 
glish history unfolded; to wander through 
Paradise with Dante in the company of 
Lowell in the afternoon; and to listen to 
the story of Tennyson and his poetry, told 
by Curtis in the evening—does not that 
make up a gem of a day setin purest gold ? 
Curtis’s theme has been recent English 
literature, embracing Thackeray, Dickens, 
Tennyson, Browning, many minor noyel- 
ists and poets, and historians like Carlyle 
and Macaulay and Froude. His reading 
of verse is exquisite, so melodious and so 
well modulated is his voice; and when- 
ever he begins an extract from one of the 
Brownings, or from Clough or Morris (the 
English Morris, not the American), silence 
deep, unbroken, and intense broods over 
the seats set aside in the lecture-room for 
the youthful members of the University. 
Lowell has shown himself in his course, as 
before in our review, the first of American 
critics. He has treated the Spirit of Letters, 
the Great Epics, Dante, the Troubadours 
and Trouvéres, the Wit and Humor of Lit- 
erature, old English ballads, Pier’s Plough- 
man’s Vision, and many similar subjects. 
He lacks, to a Jarge extent, the graceful 
elocution of Curtis; but his exact English, 
his philosophic criticism, his marvelous 
treasures of illustration make up for this 
want. He draws his illustrations now 
from “Fhe Ring” of the Indian Sakun- 
bula, now from “The Kalevala” of 
the unknown Finnish Homer, now from 
the lays of the German Minnesingers, and 
again from the Spanish “Cid” or the 
Arabic tales. His literary erudition, and 


matter in hand, reminds one of the 
Schlegels—only he is a better because a 
later Schlegel. 

Besides the trio 1 have mentioned, the 
non-resident professors of the Cornell 
University now here include Theodore W. 
Dwight, the head of the Columbia Col- 
lege Law School. His subject is the con- 
stitutional history of the United States, 
which he traces from its first beginnings 
in English polity and English law down 
to its most recent phases. His knowledge 
of this branch of political science 
is profound, his enunciation is clear, his 
«rangement is logical; he is, in short, a 
model of an academic lecturer. In the 
midst of all this er-cathedra  dis- 
eoursing, the lectures of the ordinary pro- 
fessors of the University goon as usual. 
Many a stranger, unsatiated with Goldwin 
Smith and Curtis and Lowell and Dwight, 
finds his way during odd hours of the day 
into the lecture-room of President White, 
who is elucidating medieval history ; or 
of Professor Russell, who is portraying the 
decline of Rome ; or of Professor Prentiss, 
whose talk is of orchids and rosacer, and 
humble pinks and pansies ; or of Professor 
Wilson, whose range of themes goes 
backward to Plato and Aristotle, and 























the way he brings it to bear upon the] 
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‘ing, and Hamilton and Mill; or 
‘of Professor Crofts, whose wit is retorts 
| and whose crucial criticism is crucibles. 
Thus a weck may make a man erudite, 
and a fortnight transform him into a phi- 
losopher. Such is the new American 
Academy going up in this wooded town of 
Ithaca—an Ithaca whose Ulysses is Ezra 
Cornell. K. 





ALBANO DAYS. 


BY HW. H. 


THERE are but seven ina week. That 
is their only fault. How clever those gen- 
tlemanly fellows, Pompey and Domitian, 
were to put their villas on this hill ; and as 
for the cruelties said to have been com- 
mitted in Domitian’s amphitheater, a few 
rods from our hotel, we have decided that 
there is some mistake about all that. In 
Rome one can believe in all tales of old 
tortures—and new ones too,for that matter. 
Even when the larks sing loudest in the 
Coliseum the stones cry out louder; the 
air reeks with sirocco vapors, and seems 
not yet purged from the odor of blood. 
But in the pure, sun-flooded air of this 
hill, which must always have beon full of 
marvelous delights, it is impossible to be- 
lieve that bad men ever did bad deeds. 
Whatever they might have been in Rome, 
they were virtuous as soon as they got 
here. I cannot fancy Domitian’s ever doing 
anything worse than having a few larks 
killed for supper; and I am sure he spent 
most of his afternoons lying on purple 
thyme on the shores of the Alban Lake 
(as we lay yesterday), perhaps slyly read- 
ing the good sayings of the poor Epictetus 
whom he had banished. We read yesterday 
what Epictetus said “concerning those who 
seck preferment in Rome”; and, as we 
looked over at the hot, smoky domes and 
spires, it seemed hard to believe that any 
one going thither, even if he were “met 
by a billet from Cesar,” could choose to 
stay. 

Albano is 1,250 feet above the sea, 
says Murray. That may be true, say 
we; but we know it is much more than 
that above Rome. Have we not been look- 
ing longingly at it for months, set high on 
the side of the Alban Hills? From every 
hight in Rome to which we wearily 
climbed we saw it, triumphant with ban- 
ners of clouds, and crowned with green of 
forests, saying as plainly as tower could 
say, “Come up here, and T will do you 
good.” When the watchmen in the old 
Saracen towers saw the pirate-ships com- 
ing over the Mediterranean, they sounded 
the alarm, and all the people in the plains 
fled into the mountains for safety. To-day 
the towers are in ruins, and no corsairs 
sail from Africa across the sea; but the 
sirocco, a more deadly foe, comes in their 
stead, hotter and hotter with each day of 
May, and wise souls escape to high places. 

Of all those within easy reach of Rome 
Albanois best. It is only an hour off by the 
cars. And even at the railroad station you 
are met by beauty and good cheer—a gar- 
den full of roses, and white thorn, and wall- 
flowers, and ranunculus; and a station-mas- 
ter who, if he treats you as wellas he treated 
us, will give you a big bunch of all, and look 
hurt and angry when you offer to pay him. 
From this garden to the village of Albano, 
two miles and a half, over a good road, 
up, up, up! The air grows purer miuute 
by minute; the Campagna behind sinks, 
and stretches, and fades, and becomes only 
another sea, purpler and more restless- 
looking than the broad band of Mediter- 
ranean into which it melts. On each side 
are vineyards, looking now like miniature 
military encampments, with play-guns of 
cane stacked by fives and threes, and little 
soldiers in green going in and out and 
playing leap-frog among them, so fantas- 
tic are the baby vines in their first creep- 
ing. Olives, gray and solemn, sharing 
none of the life and joy, most pathetic of 
trees. The first man who saw an olive- 
tree must have known that there had been 
Gethsemane. Never else could such pathos 
have been put into mere color; they eould 
never have been so gray before that night. 
Stillup and up! It is along two and a half 
miles. The bells tinkle slowly at the horse’s 
head. The driver’s neck bends suspi- 
ciously to one side; he is half asleep. You 
would not be sorry if the horse and he 
dozed off together; and you stood still for 
an hour to look. On the right hand is a 
valley garden, an old lake-bed, set full of 
vines and fig-trees and fiuit-trees in full 
flower, and wheat, and all the numberless 
and exquisite-leaved “greens” which 
Italy boils, eats, and manages to grow fat 
on. We find them beautiful everywhere 
but on the dinner-table. High on the cra- 
ter-like side of this garden is the tower of 
Ariccia, looking like a gray bird which 
had just lit on its way up to Monte Cavo. 
Between Ariccia and Albano is a sharp 
ravine ; and the sensible Pius IX, some 
twenty years ago, built a fine stone via- 
duct across it, toward the cost of which 
we pay half a franc each time we drive 
over. But only blind men could grudge 
the money. From every pointit is a most 
beautiful feature in the landscape, with its 
three tiers of arches; and from its top 
you look down two hundred feet into the 
valley garden on one side, and two hun- 
dred feet into the tops of a forest of trees 
on the other. You follow the valley gar- 
den till it loses itself in the Campagna; the 
Campagna, till it loses itself in the Medi- 
terranean, which glistens in the sun twelve 
miles off ; and you hear coming up from the 
forest the voices of thrushes and nightin- 
gales and cuckoos and larks, till you believe 
that there must be a bird-fancier’s shop in 
one of the old gray houses joining the 
bridge. To stand on this bridge for an 
hour is to see Italian country-life in 
drama. The donkeys, the men, and the 
women of Albano, and Ariccia, and 
Gensano act their little parts, and are 
gone. We staid late at this play last night. 
The wardrobes were poor, but the acting 
was nature itself; such pantomime, such 
chorus! Priests in black, looking always 
like a sort of ecclesiastical crow, such silly 
solemnity in their faces, so much slow flap 
to their petticoats and the brims of their 
hats; barefooted monks, rolled up in 
cloaks of faded brown—they also have 
their similitude, and look as the olive- 
trees might if they gathered their rusty 
skirts around them and hobbled out for a 
walk; workmen, going home from the 
fields, with odd hoes and pickaxes over 
their shoulders; women, with the same 
hoes and pickaxes, going home from the 
same work in the same fields, and carrying 
also, firm-set on their heads, bundles, loads 
of wood, little wine-barrels or water-jars, 
or anything clse which it can happen to 
an Albanese woman to need tocarry. No 
one gives herself any more trouble about 
her barrel, or jar, or load of wood than if 
it were a second head, which she had worn 
all her life. They talked and laughed, as 
if it were morning instead of night. They 
were not tired. Watch them at what they 
call work, and you will see why. As the 
}sun sank lower the crowd of laborers 


























|comes forward to Fichte and Schell- | thinned; the farmers, one degree better off, 








wood and one woman on one donkey ; four 
large casks of wine, a bundle of hay, two 
chairs, some iron utensils, and two small 
children on one donkey. Oh, the comic 
tragedy of donkey! the hopeless arch of 
their eyebrows, the abjectness of their 
tails, and the vicious twist of their ancles ! 
Nobody can watch them long without be- 
coming wretched. Israelites, Coolies, and 
Negroes—ail they have died of misfortunes; 


but the donkey is the Wandering Jew of | 


misery among animals, and Italy, 1 think, 
must be his Ghetto. 

Before we reached the hotel we had 
come upon another drama, in the street— 
a lottery drawing; prize, two hens. If 
it had been two thousand scudi, there 
could not have been much more excite- 
ment. Fifty chances had been sold. The 
street held its breath, while a store-keeper 
dropped the counters one by one into a 
box, held by a rosy boy, mischievous 
enough but too young to cheat. Then the 
boy put in his little brown fingers, and 
drew out one: “Thirty!” Then the 
street broke out into chatter for an instant, 
guessing and betting what would come 
next; then held its breath stiller than ever. 
“ Thirty-one!” “ Thirty-one !* No “ Thirty- 
one” answered. “ Thirty-one” was sick at 
home, or had married a wife, and could not 
come; and the street grudged him his two 
hens all the more that he was not on hand 
to carry them off. The hensscreamed and 
scuffled; the store-keeper crammed them 
back into a coop on his window; and the 
street went back to its work—/.-., to sitting 








about, smokime, and knitting, and selling 
saddles, and fish, and shoes, and salad, and 
handkerchiefs, and donkeys, and calico, 
and wine, all along its doorsteps, never by 
any chance being under roof so long as 
there is daylight. 





We took our sunsetting at the Villa 
Doria. It is a princely thing of the rich Ro- 
mans to throw their beautiful villas open 
to the public. Could it be safely done in 
America? I fear our people are not gen- 
tle enough, and have too much money to 
spend on cake and peanuts. Here no 
harm comes of it. In the Villa Doria are 
ilex trees, which area kingdom in them- 
selves. It would not seem unnatural to 
make obeisance tothem. They stand in 
groups, making long vistas, high arches, 
locking and interlocking their branches, 
their trunks looking as old as the masses 
of ruins among them; and the ruins be- 
longed to Pompey’s walls. At sunset the 
sun slants under and through these 
ilexes; the purple and_ wine-colored 
bands of the Campagna and sky beyond 
seem to narrow closer and closer round 
the hill, and flocks of birds wheel and sing. 
In the Villa Barberini, higher up, is a great 
field of stone pines, stately as a council of 
gods. No wonder that Theodore Parker, 
when he saw a stone pine, asked that one 
be set on his grave. No tree grows which 
has such bearing of a solemn purpose. 
Such morning and evening as this make a 
day in Albano. Words give but glimpse, 
and no color. For other days there are 
other villas, and fields, and ruins, tombs of 
Pompey and of Aruns, Lake Nemy and its 
village, Gensano, and Marino, and Rocca 
di Papa, all within easy reach and always 
in sight. There are four lovely winding 
avenues of trees, called Gallerie, where you 
drive for miles under arches of gray ilex 
as grand as stone, and where the oldest 
trees are propped by pillars to save their 
strength and keep them alive. There is 
Monte Cavo, the highest of the Alban 
Hills, one thousand feet above Albano, 
where there used to be a temple, and 
Julius Cesar went up to be crowned one 





day. Tothink that an English cardinal 
dared to pull down the ruined temple, and 
build a convent and church in its stead ! 

Some of the roads are very smooth and 
good; others are rough and narrow. For 
these you must take donkeys, and go per- 
haps two miles an hour; but, going so 
stowly, you will have great reward in 
learning the faces of the wayside flowers 
and getting into fellowship with the lizards. 
Fifty different kinds of flowers [ counted in 
one afternoon, all growing wild by the road; 
and the other day I made acquaintance with 
two lizards, on the road to Marino, who were 
finer than Solomon in all his glory, and 
had a villa with a better view than the 
Barberini. 








SKETCHES OF YANKE® wiFE 
AND CHARACTER. 


BY GRACE GREENWOOD. 


ECCENTRIC CHARACTERS. 


Ont of the most marked personages of 
old Windham County was a certain Revo- 
lutionary pensioner, by the name of Lin- 
coln—surnamed Jonas, I believe. Living 
in an adjoining town, he was yet well- 
known in Lebanon, where he frequently 
visited. Indeed, he was one whom the 
war had so unsettled that he was never at 
rest except when tramping around and 
“stirring about.” He was a harmless, 
good-natured, cider-drinking, story-telling 
old fellow, whom everybody was glad to 
see, bore with, chatted with, laughed at, 
and pitied, for he was alone in the world; 
asad condition, which he however took 
very philosophically, consoling himself by 
sagely commenting on all the ills which 
married men and heads of families are 
heir to. 

Thouch usually idle and vagabondish in 
his habits, he was a man of wonderful 
energy and perseverance when once his 
spirit was up. On one occasion, when he 
had extended a ramble to the vicinity of 
Hartford, he found himself at the ferry, 
opposite the city, without a shilling in his 
pocket. He proposed to the ferryman to 
allow him a free passage, promising to pay 
on his next visit. But the Yankee Charon 
refused, with a churlish “ No, mister, I 
don’t take you nor ro other old tramp for 
nothin’! So deown with your rhino, or 
clear eout!” “ Waal, then,” exclaimed the 
old soldier, “ you go to thunder with your 
old skeow! I won’t be beholden to you, 
or anybody of your sort; for I’ll jest go 





fact-—with no other incentive than the de- 





reound yer darned old river—see if I 
don’t!” 

The ferryman laughed at whathe took 
for an idle threat; but some weeks later 
he was accosted at the city-landing by 
the same red-cheeked, roughly-clad old 
soldier, who triumphantly exclaimed: 
“ Waal, I Aave been reound yer old river; 
and here I am, in spite of you, old skinflint.” 
It proved that he had actually performed 
the exploit of following the Connecticut 
River to its head—of going round it, in 


stre to show himself independent of the 
ferrymarf 

On another occasion, he applied for the 
loan of a scythe, at the house of a neigh- 
bor, who was a bridge-builder. “I’m 
raly sorry, Mr. Lincoln,” said the wife of 
the mechanic, “ that I can’t accommodate 
ye; but my husband ain’t to hum, ye see, 
and he says to me, jest before he went 
away: ‘Betsy,’ says he, ‘don’t you Tend 


to yeou,” 

“Why, wherebouts is your husband, 
marm ?” 
| “Oh, he’s way deown in Pennsylvany, 
| buildin’ a bridge.” 

“Waal, I guess, if I go deown to where 
he’s to work, and git his consent, ye’ll lend 
me that are scythe.” 

“Sartin, Mr. Linooln. But, man alive, 
what on airth du ye mean? I tell ye 
he’s way down in Pennsylvany.” 


The old soldier langhed in his droll, 
knowing way ; then questioned her as to 
the exact locality of her husband's 
bridge-building operations, and took his 
leave. 

That very afternoon he deparied on 
one of his “grand towers,” with only a 
change of linen, tied in a blue checked 
handkerchief, swinging from a stick over 
his shoulder, and whistling cheerily as he 
left the dull old town behind him. 

About ten days ora fortnight later he 
appeared before the astonished mechanic, 
exclaiming: “Hullo! Billins, will yeou 
lend me yer scythe for a spell? That are 
wife of yourn won't let it go without yeou 
say so. Got her pretty well under your 
thumb, hain't ye? Ur, mepne sne’s ateard 
to cut friendship ’tween her and me by 
lendin’ an edged tool.” 

Ten days later Mistress Billings was 
astonished to see her eccentric neighbor 
appear, all dusty and travel-worn, at her 
door, and to hear him say, quietly: “ Yes, 
ma’am, your man says I may take that are 
scythe; and it’s high time that leetle med- 
der of mine was mowed.” 

A somewhat similar story is told of an- 
ether Yankee worthy, who was afflicted 
with the peculiar trial which Socrates 
bore with such marvelous sweetness and 
equanimity—a trial which made imprison- 
ment tolerable and hemlock paintable—to 
wit., a scolding wife. : 

It our Yankee philosopher had know 
just how to commit the grave crimes 
against religion and the state charged 
against the Atbenian, so to get arrested 
and quietly put out of the way, there 
were times of dark desperation when he 
would have done it: dreadful house-clean- 
ing and “killing times,” black days in 
his calendar, such as Monday and Satur- 
day, set apart for washing and baking. 
At last things came toa crisis; he could 
no more! It was on a baking-day, in 
early June, when all Nature without his 
doers was in an exasperating state of 
mildness and pleasantness. After a sound 
rating for some shortcoming, real or im- 
aginary, (more likely the latter, for your 
Zantippe hath a more lively imagination 
than your Sappho) patient John was ordered 
to the wood-pile to split some oven-wood. 
He went without a word; but his lips 
were set and his brows brought down in 
an ugly, ominous way. He choppeda few 
strokes with sullen fury ; then he paused 
fora few moments in profound thought, 
leaning upon his ax. Then he dropped 
that implement of industry; and, without 
looking to the right or left, walked out of 
his back gate, and took a bee-line over the 
hills to the nearest town. From there he 
went to a neighboring seaport, took ship 
and fled away as fast as a good breeze 
could carry him. He went to the Indies, 
to China, to Africa, perhaps; but he never 
wrote home as to his whereabouts or ad- 
ventures. Many years after, he was heard 
to say that of all the strange peoples he 
had seen he most respected the Turks, for 
their stringent domestic regulations. He 
thought well, also, of Spanish convents ; 
and was of the opinion that the Indian 
Sutiee was a custom favorable to the 
health and long life of married men. 

At length, however, there came over the 
wanderer a strange longing to see home 
and home folks—even his scolding wife— 
once more. So, some twelve or fifteen 
years from the time of his flight, he ap- 
peared before the old farm-house, a gray, 
bronzed, stalwart voyager, who had seen 
the world, and no mistake. As he was 
about to rap at the old brown door, he 
suddenly remembered that it was baking- 
day ; and, glancing toward the wood-pile, 
he saw there some oven-wood ready split 
to his hand. Taking an armful as a pro- 
pitiatory offering, he walked bravely into 
the kitchen, where stood his wife, grown a 
little gray, and with the dear, familiar 
features a trifle sharper than of old, but 
much the same, he thought. He would 
have known her in Asia, or Africa—where, 
in fact, he had often half expected to en- 
counter her. 

Throwing down his load on the hearth, 
the truant said, quietly: “There, Polly, 
T’ve brought you your oven-wood.” And 
she, with a scarcely perceptible start, re- 
plied instantly, with a coolness. surpassing 
his: “Well, John, you’ve been long 
enough about it.” 

To return to Mr. Lincoln. It was a 
peculiarity of the old pensioner that he 
could never be told any news, though him- 
self a great newsmonger. He always pro- 
fessed to know everything in that line 
before his most enterprising informer. He 
was once very nearly caught by a waggish 
neighbor, who suddenly opened upon him 
with the startling intelligence that a whale 
had been caught in the Shetucket River, 
a respectable stream running through 
Windham. “ Du tell, neow. When? Where 
is the critter? ” he exclaimed, quite thrown 
off his guard. But the next instant, drop- 
ping his look of wonder and surprise, for 
his usual knowing expression, he added: 
“JT heerd they was arter iim; but I didn’t 
know they’d cotched him yit.” 

Among my father’s friends and patients 
was a certain Captain Porter, a gentleman 
by birth and education, eminently hand- 
some and elegant, but whose mind was 
permanently thrown off its balance by an 
unfortunate love affair. They must have 
loved hard, as they fought and prayed, in 
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Another patient of my father, a beloved 
friend and a noble and good man, Captain 
Hubbard Dutton, whose mind was some- 
what affeeted by a long illness, once gave 
& curious example of clairvoyance, or the 
prophetic faculty. 

One morning, when not considered seri 
ously ill, he fixed the time of his death. 
It was to occur that day at two o’clock 
P.M.; but before that event, he said, at noon 
precisely, there would arrive at the village 
inn some travelers, two gentlemen and 
two ladies, from the South, in a handsome 
coach, driven by a black man in livery, 
and drawn by a pair of perfectly white 
horses. This conviction though solemnly 
expressed, was not much heeded, until the 
equipage so minutely described and anx- 
iously looked for by the sick man ap- 
peared just at the time prophesied. It 
was the traveling carriage of a family 
from the far South, and contained just the 
party named. 

Then the friends of the invalid became 
alarmed, especially as from the moment 
of the fulfillment of the first part of hig 
prediction he took to his bed and was evyi- 
dently sinking. While he was engaged in 
saying his last words to his friends ang 
neighbors, my father managed to circume 
vent him by quietly putting forward the 
clock. So when the hour he had set for 
his own demise arrived, and he faintly 
asked, “Is my time up %” evidently getting 
ready to close his eyes and fold his hands, 
my father laughed, and pointed to tha, 
clock, which showed almost an hour later,’ 
The patient himself smiled, and resigned, 
himself to live, and did live many year% 
But my father always believed that but for 
his little ruse the poor man would actually. 
have died, to prove himself a true 
prophet. 
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Was this a ease of genuine second sight, 
or was it all a crazy fancy, aecidenty 
coincidence? If it was supernatural ins 
telligence, whence and for what purpose 
was it sent? The trifling foretold inci- 
dents .proving true almost necessitited 4 
tragic event. Ts it, as poor 
remarked, that 
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— oftentimes, to win us to «nr harm, 
The instruments of darkness tell us truclsa 
Win us with honest trifles to betray us, 
In deepest consequence.” 





WOMEN AND IDIOTS. 


To Tne Epiror or Tre INDEPENDENT: 
L + 

THE conservatives are an ungrateful set. | 
They have never canonized the Witch af 
Endor—a woman who first had the wit to 
discover and apply their favorite method 
of dealing with all troublesome questions, 
She raised a dead prophet. And don’é 
they? When the people rose against 
kings anointed in particular and things 
tyrannical in general, what a host of de-, 
funct prophetic souls they invoked! Buf 
they were all monarchical ghosts. They, 
all said: God eave the king / or, they were, 
Americanized, and muttered, Onesimus §. 
and vanished to their tombs without f 
word of pity for the classes Christ lived 
for. St. Paul has been made to do inces- 
sant service in this ghostly warfire. How 
many negroes have been warned against 
the danger of asserting their rights by the 
authoritative text “ Obey your masters l!”. 
How impressively the tyranny of the hus? 
band has been enforced by St. Paul’s ent¥ 
phatic injunctions ! 
have survived all that, and the inspiration! 
of the Apostle has been confirmed hy thé 
fact that the load put upon him has not in- 
jured him. But still the poor ghost is no# 
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permitted to rest. He must do 
impotent service once more against 
the hopeful army of women. Should She 
speak? “What answer?’ Who shalk 


utter anay in the eloquent presence of, 
Anna? §St. Paul! He is brought forward, 
to silence the brave girl whom our con- 
servative oratory cannot answer. “ A 
woman shall not speak in the church.” 
Lucy Stone at Boston told us that she 
learned Greek in order to find out the true 
meaning of St. Paul! She discovered that) 
what seemed to be a stern command wags 
in fact judicious advice ; for the true ren- 
dering is that a woman shall not gabdle in 
the church! We have got the conserya- 
tive in a tight place with that text! For 
what women may not do shall men be al- 
lowed to do? And, if men may net gabble 
in the church, what shall become of our 
Fultons, and Gardiners, and Todds, and 
the whole array of reverend antagonists to 
the Woman’s moveinent ? 


I. 

But Mr. Garrison laid the ghost of St 
Paul with a skill and celerity which 
showed that he and the specter bad met 
before. He ruled him out of order! “ It is 
claimed,” he said, “by those who object 
to granting the suffrage to women thaf, 
they have the Bible on their side. Pauk¥ 
said he would not suffer women to teach ; 
but Paul did not say he would not suffer 
women to cole/ We mean to stick to our 
subject!” 


5 ee 
pee Trt. 


Mr. Garrison also, to use a homely 
illustration, tied a couple of conservative 
cats in a bag, with the usual result—they 
left nothing of each other. There are two 
leading objections, he said, against women 
suffrage—their inferiority to man, and the 
claim that it will degrade women. 
Women cannot be inferior and superior at 
the same time; the two objections destroy 
each other. 

IV. 
The most effective speech, a8 a speech, 
at the Women’s Convention at Boston, 
was made by Mrs. Livermore; and the 
worst, by universal admission, was made 
by Mr. Emerson. Of course, every theory 
that Emerson writes reads well; but that 
doesn’t make an able essay a good speech. 
Now, when Ralph Waldo Emerson, in a 
public convention, was “as it were” only 





those gallant old Puritanic times. 

During an illness, Captain Porter was 
afflicted by a peculiar form of insanity—an 
insatiable verbal furor; a mania for naming 
everything he had ever seen, heard, or 
conceived of, in heaven, earth, or the wa- 
ters under the earth. This continued 
without intermission day and night, until 
all his attendants were exhausted, and he 
himself seemed almost at his last gasp. 
Finally, my father prevailed upon him to 
give his word of honor that he would say 
no more, but would try to rest and let 
others rest. 

He did lie perfectly quiet for the space 
of about two minutes. Then he started up 
in eager excitement, crying : “ Doctor! oh, 
Doctor ! do give me leave to say two things 


a second-violinist (we use nothing but 
musical terms in Boston this month !) what 
shall we say next against women’s unfit- 
ness for public debate? 

v. 
A most extraordinary prayer was of- 
fered up in Boston the other day. The per- 
son who offered it neither undertook to in- 
struct nor to dictate to the Deity; never: 
supported tottering sentences by an “oh ? 
nor an “ah”; and, more unusual still, did 
not defy the Lord’s command against long 
prayers. But then it was made by a wo- 
man, with womanly reverence. It opened 
the Woman’s Suffrage Convention. 


v1. 
- Mr, Emerson effectually disposed of one 








—only two. I forgot them ; but when I’ve 
mentioned them all creation will be fin- 
ished up. Then I'll be still. They are 
Tubal Cain and Captain Trumbull’s old red 
mill. 

After this the poor fellow was really 
quiet and soon slept. 

Had my father lived to read “ Leaves of 
Grass,” I have an idea that he would have 
been reminded of his old friend, the Cap- 
tain, who was before the “Good Gray 








nothin’ of mine, to nobody nut on no 


phantom which has often terrified the 
timid opponents of female suffrage. And 
this is how he did it: ' 
2 “Tf the vote is to be granted to women, 


and certainly it must be, then we must are 
yang? to have the voting clean and hones 
an 


thers. The effect of that reform 
general voting of the state all can fe 





Poet” in cataloguing all creation, 


c- 


Well, we 


polite. The state must build h 
—— of dirt — and oe shops 
the state must palaces 
which wo ean deposit eee 
presence of their sons and brothers an: 
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She's heavy in flank and wide in her loin, 


She's broad in her rib and long tn her rump, 
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SOAP SUDS. 
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nogsheads should be constructed in the 
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Means of promoting vegetable growth, es- 
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Half a dollar’s worth of tar will save ten 
dollars’ worth of corn. 
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